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7HE'S GOT THE WHOLE 
WORLD IN HIS HANDS

T&M: 
Traditional Spiritual 

Arr,: Cedric Dent

ECC17.2072.01I

About the Work

Negro spirituals are famously known for their beautiful word pictures. Writing in 1903, W. E. 
B. Dubois opined “The Negro folk-song … the most beautiful expression of human experience 
born this side the seas … still remains as the singular spiritual heritage of the nation and 
the greatest gift of the Negro people.” He could not have captured better the essence  of 
the spiritual He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands. This arrangement draws on traditional 

6 to paint a portrait of a world that sits in the palm of God’s hand. 

made the creative process a labor of love from conception to completion.

-Cedric Dent

He’S Got the Whole World in His Hands

He’s got the whole world in His hands.
He’s got you and me, brother, in His hands.
He’s got you and me, sister, in His hands.
He’s got the itty bitty babies in His hands.
Uphethe bonk’a bantu Ezandle’ Uphe thum hlab’ Ezandleni.
He’s got the whole world in His hands.

About the Arranger

arranger and created several arrangements for the Grammy-award winning recording Handel’s 
Messiah A Soulful Celebration

history of black gospel music, as well as undergraduate and graduate courses in music theory. 

I Hear the Drum, was premiered by the Nashville Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, and the 

NIE
T 

KOPI
ËR

EN
 - 

NIE
T 

KOPI
ËR

EN
 - 

NIE
T 

KOPI
ËR

EN
 - 

NIE
T 

KOPI
ËR

EN

    
    

 m
uz

iek
 be

ste
lle

n: 
www.ko

or
muz

iek
.nl

 of
 07

8-
62

27
54

7
Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

Piano
(for

rehearsal
only)

He's got the

He's got the

whole world

whole world

whole world

whole world

in His…

in His…

in His…

in His…

Hm oo weh

Hm oo weh

5

hm oo weh oo weh oo

hm oo weh oo weh oo

hm oo weh

oh

oh

hm oo weh

weh oh

weh oh

oh weh oh

Hm

Hm

Hm oo weh

Hm oo weh

( 102 )

Traditional Spiritual
Arranged by CEDRIC DENT (b. 1962)
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